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T H E  S 2 P  B R I E F
The quarterly newsletter of UC Riverside Science to Policy

R E C E N T  E V E N T S
F E L L O W S H I P S
A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
D O N A T I O N  S T A T I O N

Here's what's new in this
issue:

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s  w e ’ v e  b e e n  b u s y
t e a c h i n g  o u r  t h i r d  c o h o r t  o f  g r a d u a t e

s t u d e n t s  h o w  t o  b e  t r u s t e d  s c i e n c e
a d v i s o r s  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  s c i e n c e

c o m m u n i c a t o r s  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  w o r l d .  W e
h a v e  e x p a n d e d  o u r  n e t w o r k  t o  n e w

l e g i s l a t i v e  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  a r e a ,
h o s t e d  w e b i n a r s  t h a t  h a v e  i m p a c t e d  t h e

U C R  a n d  I n l a n d  E m p i r e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d
h a v e  s t a r t e d  t o  p l a n  e x c i t i n g  s p r i n g  e v e n t s .

T h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  i n c l u d e s  u p d a t e s  o n  p a s t
a n d  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s ,  o u r  f e l l o w s h i p

p r o g r a m ,  a n d  o u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a l u m n i .  W i t h
y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e
t o  a c c o m p l i s h  g r e a t  t h i n g s . . . b u t  w e ’ r e  j u s t

g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d !

W E L C O M E
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W e  k i c k e d  o f f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a  K e y n o t e  t a l k  f r o m  S a r a h  B r a d y ,
P h . D . ,  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o u n c i l  o n  S c i e n c e  a n d
T e c h n o l o g y .  T h e  a u d i e n c e  w a s  t h e n  s p l i t  i n t o  b r e a k o u t  r o o m s ,  e a c h  w i t h
a  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e r a t o r ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f i l m  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  a c t i o n s
w e  c a n  t a k e  t o  b e t t e r  s u p p o r t  w o m e n  i n  S T E M  a t  U C R .  M o d e r a t o r s
i n c l u d e d  D r .  S u v e e n  M a t h a u d h u ,  C h a i r  o f  t h e  M a t e r i a l s  S c i e n c e  a n d
E n g i n e e r i n g  P r o g r a m  a t  U C R  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  i n  M e c h a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,
D r .  E r i k a  B u s t a m a n t e ,  A s s i s t a n t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t
A f f a i r s  a t  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D r .  K e n d r i c k  D a v i s ,  A s s o c i a t e  D e a n  f o r
A s s e s s m e n t  &  E v a l u a t i o n  a n d  V i c e  C h a i r  o f  R e s e a r c h ,  P s y c h i a t r y  &
N e u r o s c i e n c e  a t  U C  R i v e r s i d e ’ s  n e w  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  D r .  J u l i e
L i b a r k i n ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e  a t  M i c h i g a n  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  G e o c o g n i t i o n  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y ,  E v e l y n
V a l d e z - W a r d ,  a  P h D  c a n d i d a t e  f r o m  U C  I r v i n e ,  L e t i c i a  M e z a ,  a  P h D
C a n d i d a t e  a t  U C R  a n d  C o - p r e s i d e n t  o f  U C R  A W I S ,  a n d  A n n a b e l l e  L o l i n c o
a  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  i n  I o w a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  C h e m i s t r y  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d
c u r r e n t  c o - c h a i r  o f  t h e  D i v e r s i t y ,  E q u i t y ,  a n d  I n c l u s i o n  ( D E I )  C o m m i t t e e
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  P o l i c y  N e t w o r k .  

W i t h  t h e  U C R  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  W o m e n  i n  S c i e n c e ,  t h e  U C R  L i b r a r y ,  a n d  U C R
G r a d  S u c c e s s ,  w e  h o s t e d  a  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y
P i c t u r e  a  S c i e n t i s t .  A t t e n d e e s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s c r e e n  t h e
d o c u m e n t a r y ,  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  t h e  c a r e e r s  o f  s e v e r a l  f e m a l e  s c i e n t i s t s ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e y  h a v e  o v e r c o m e  a n d  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  s t i l l
n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  u p l i f t  w o m e n  i n  S T E M .  
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F o l l o w i n g  t h e  b r e a k o u t  r o o m  d i s c u s s i o n s  w e  s h a r e d  o u r  t a k e a w a y s  w i t h  t h e
w h o l e  a u d i e n c e  a n d  t h e n  t r a n s i t i o n e d  i n t o  a  Q & A  P a n e l  w i t h  U C R  A g e n t s  o f
C h a n g e .  T h i s  p a n e l  i n c l u d e d  D r .  K a t h r y n  U h r i c h ,  D e a n  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f
N a t u r a l  &  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c i e n c e s  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  C h e m i s t r y ,  D r .  D e b o r a h
D e a s ,  V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r  f o r  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  a n d  t h e  M a r k  a n d  P a m  R u b i n
D e a n  o f  t h e  U C R  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  P s y c h i a t r y ,  D r .  C h r i s
L y n c h ,  D e a n ,  W i l l i a m  R .  J o h n s o n  J r .  F a m i l y  C h a i r ,  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  t h e
B o u r n s  C o l l e g e  o f  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  D r .  G l o r i a  G o n z a l e z - R i v e r a ,  A s s o c i a t e  D e a n
f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E c o n o m i c s  w i t h i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f
H u m a n i t i e s  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  a t  U C R ,  D r .  E r t e m  T u n c e l ,  A s s o c i a t e  D e a n
o f  t h e  U C R  G r a d u a t e  D i v i s i o n  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  a n d  C o m p u t e r
E n g i n e e r i n g ,  a n d  D r .  J a s o n  S t a j i c h ,  C h a i r  o f  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e
U C  A c a d e m i c  S e n a t e  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M i c r o b i o l o g y  a n d  P l a n t  P a t h o l o g y .

W e  h a d  a  r e w a r d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  s t e p s  t h a t  c a n
b e  t a k e n  t o  i n c r e a s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  w o m e n  i n  S T E M  a t
U C R  a n d  w a l k e d  a w a y  w i t h  a  l i s t  o f  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n
i t e m s .  W e  p l a n  t o  h o s t  f u t u r e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  f o r m
t a s k  f o r c e s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e s e  i d e a s .  M a n y  t h a n k s  t o

S 2 P  M e m b e r s  A g n e s  V a r g h e s e  a n d  M o r g a n  D u n d o n  f o r
w o r k i n g  s o  h a r d  o n  t h i s  e v e n t  a n d  h e l p i n g  t o  m a k e  i t

a  h u g e  s u c c e s s .
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R E C E N T  E V E N T S
E A R L Y  C A R E  A N D
E D U C A T I O N  W E B I N A R
W I T H  C O N G R E S S M A N
T A K A N O ' S  O F F I C E

S 2 P  S t u d e n t  C a b i n e t  M e m b e r  a n d  2 0 2 0
C e r t i f i c a t e  C o u r s e  A l u m n u s  T h o m a s
D u g g e r ,  a  P h D  C a n d i d a t e  i n  M a t e r i a l s
S c i e n c e  a n d  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  o r g a n i z e d  a n d
l e d  a n  e v e n t  f o c u s i n g  o n  C a l i f o r n i a
w i l d f i r e s .  U C R  f a c u l t y  e x p e r t s  M a r k o
P r i n c e v a c ,  P h . D . ,  K e l l e y  B a r s a n t i ,  P h . D . ,
a n d  A k u l a  V e n k a t r a m ,  P h . D .  p i t c h e d  t h e i r
w i l d f i r e - r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  t o  C a l i f o r n i a
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  s t a f f e r s  f r o m  t h e
A s s e m b l y  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,
S e n a t e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,
A s s e m b l y  U t i l i t i e s  a n d  E n e r g y  C o m m i t t e e ,
S e n a t e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  C o m m i t t e e ,
a n d  S e n a t e  E n e r g y ,  U t i l i t i e s ,  &
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e .

W I L D F I R E S  W O N ' T  W A I T

T h r o u g h  h e r  f e l l o w s h i p  i n
C o n g r e s s m a n  M a r k  T a k a n o ’ s  o f f i c e ,
D a n i e l l e  D e l a n y  h e l d  a  w e b i n a r
f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  i m p a c t  t h a t  t h e
C o v i d - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  h a s  h a d  o n
e a r l y  c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .
D a n i e l l e  s t a r t e d  o f f  t h e  e v e n t  w i t h
a n  o v e r v i e w  o n  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d
t h e  i m p a c t  o n  e a r l y  c a r e  a n d
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e n  J a m e s  M o s e s
p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  c u r r e n t
l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  c a r e  a n d
e d u c a t i o n  i n d u s t r y .  T h e n  t h e r e
w a s  a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  c h i l d
c a r e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  J a m e s
M o s e s ,  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  a t  C h i l d
C a r e  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r ,  T a m m i
G r a h a m ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  F i r s t  5
R i v e r s i d e ,  J o s e p h  N i e t ,  E x e c u t i v e
D i r e c t o r  R C O E  E a r l y  C a r e  a n d
E d u c a t i o n ,  D e b o r a h  C l a r k  C r e w s ,
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C o n s o r t i u m  f o r
E a r l y  L e a r n i n g  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  J o A n n
L a u e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
R C O E .

https://seuc.senate.ca.gov/
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R E C E N T  E V E N T S
2 0 2 1  S C I E N C E  P O L I C Y  G R A D U A T E  C E R T I F I C A T E
C O U R S E  G R A D U A T I O N

O n  M a r c h  1 8 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  1 5  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  S c i e n c e
P o l i c y  G r a d u a t e  C e r t i f i c a t e  C o u r s e .  T h i s  y e a r ’ s  c o h o r t
i n c l u d e d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  m a n y  d i s c i p l i n e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U C R
c a m p u s  s u c h  a s  n e u r o s c i e n c e ,  e n t o m o l o g y ,  s o c i o l o g y ,  a n d
m e c h a n i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  G r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  h o w  t o
t r a n s l a t e  s c i e n c e  i n t o  p o l i c y  b y  p r o d u c i n g  p o l i c y  m e m o s ,
o p - e d s ,  p o l i c y  a n a l y s e s ,  a n d  p o l i c y  p i t c h e s .  T h i s  w a s  o u r
s e c o n d  y e a r  h o l d i n g  t h e  c l a s s  v i r t u a l l y  a n d  w e  h o p e  t o  h a v e
a  h y b r i d  i n - p e r s o n / v i r t u a l  c l a s s  n e x t  w i n t e r  q u a r t e r .  W e  a r e
s o  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e
c o u r s e  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  s p e a k e r s ,  g u e s t s ,  a n d
s t u d e n t s  w h o  w o r k e d  t i r e l e s s l y  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  t o  m a k e
t h i s  c o u r s e  a  s u c c e s s .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  e v e r y o n e !
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F E L L O W S H I P S
With our Science Policy Fellowship Program we place PhD candidates in

local offices as science advisors. This creates opportunities for graduate

students to gain real-world experience and learn about the culture of

political arenas, and forms strong connections between S2P and host

offices. In our newsletter we will feature current and former fellows to see

what projects they have worked on for our local legislators.

I saw a need in a niche where I had some skills. I also recognized that by developing a tradition

students could continue giving their time and talents represented a major win for young professionals

as well as the representatives/policymakers they are assisting. 

I studied veteran access to health care facilities in Southern California in Congressman Mark Takano's

office. I generated a bioinformatic pipeline that can analyze US census data and provide customized

answers about the denizens, I collaborated and provided a report to the UCR medical school in their

VA grant writing efforts, I presented to Takano's office and UCR Government relations, then I was

offered a position as a national coordinator to develop and lead a science policy internship program.  

I have learned that we all have skills or natural abilities that can be utilized and magnified in service to

others. Also, a major takeaway was that elected officials are very receptive to having PhD's on the team

because we have the skills that can allow them to take on their dream projects in new ways. 

D E R R E C K  C A R T E R - H O U S E ,  P H . D .  P L A N T  P A T H O L O G Y
S C I E N C E  P O L I C Y  F E L L O W  I N  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  C O N G R E S S M A N  M A R K  T A K A N O
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Describe your graduate research in a couple of sentences.
I worked in understanding the ecological, genetic, and morphological differences between two

species of palms of the genus Washingtonia that live in desert oases of the Sonoran Desert.

 

Why did you get involved in S2P?
I was interested in understanding how ecological research can be used to craft policies for biological

conservation.

 

 

In every newsletter we will feature current and/or former students involved in

Science to Policy.

In this issue we are pleased to feature Lorena Villanueva, an alumna from our

2019 certificate course cohort, and Parisa Parsafar, our former Chair of

Curriculum and Events who was a key organizer of our first certificate class.

L O R E N A  V I L L A N U E V A  A L M A N Z A  M . S C . ,  P H . D .  B O T A N Y  A N D  P L A N T
S C I E N C E S
A C A D E M I C  E D I T O R  O F  B O T A N Y  O N E ,  A N  O N L I N E  M A G A Z I N E  A B O U T
C U R R E N T  R E S E A R C H  I N  B O T A N Y  A N D  P L A N T  S C I E N C E S

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T
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What do you do in your current position?
In my current position I do several things:

1. Find writers, commission original content, and edit their stories

2. Mentor Guest Contributors in Science Communication and Blogging Skills

3. Identify and attend scientific meetings about plant research

4. Translate into Spanish some of our stories

5. Write stories myself

 

What’s your favorite part about what you do?
I really enjoy interviewing people and thinking about story ideas. I get to talk to scientists doing

interesting research -- some of which I didn't know about! At the same time, I enjoy looking at how

science affects people outside of the lab whether they are plant growers, people using plants for

recreation, or people working in NGOs for the protection of plants. More and more, I realize that I also

enjoy editing other people's work and making their stories shine.

 

 

L O R E N A  V I L L A N U E V A  A L M A N Z A  M . S C . ,  P H . D .  B O T A N Y  
A N D  P L A N T  S C I E N C E S
A C A D E M I C  E D I T O R  O F  B O T A N Y  O N E ,  A N  O N L I N E  M A G A Z I N E  A B O U T
C U R R E N T  R E S E A R C H  I N  B O T A N Y  A N D  P L A N T  S C I E N C E S

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T
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Describe your graduate research in a couple of sentences.
My graduate research focused on understanding the building blocks that support

children’s healthy social and emotional development. Broadly, my research sought to

contextualize children’s negative emotional experiences and understand how the ways in

which children manage their negative emotions play a role in their overall health

trajectories. 

P A R I S A  P A R S A F A R ,  P H . D .  D E V E L O P M E N T A L
P S Y C H O L O G Y   
A A A S / S R C D  E X E C U T I V E  B R A N C H  P O L I C Y  F E L L O W  A T  T H E
E U N I C E  K E N N E D Y  S H R I V E R  N A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E  O F  C H I L D
H E A L T H  A N D  H U M A N  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  T H E  C H I L D
D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  B E H A V I O R  B R A N C H

I got involved in S2P because I noticed a gap in graduate training and wanted to help

address it. Graduate students in basic science receive very little training on how to

leverage their research findings to impact the broader community, communicate their

science to a broad audience, and convey its value to the general public. I see this as a

detriment to the research community and was eager to help jump-start the S2P program

because I believed in the added value this type of training could bring to PhD students

and to the institution and scientific community as a whole.

Why did you start S2P?

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T
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As part of my current fellowship role I am helping to manage part of a research portfolio at

NICHD focused on children's social and emotional development that aligns with my doctoral

training. I am also co-leading an initiative focused on identifying gaps in and addressing

NICHD's investments in health disparities research, and am substantively involved in a few

other initiatives focused on advancing the science of wellbeing and intervention research to

improve mental, emotional, and behavioral outcomes for children in schools.

A huge perk of my current position is the opportunity to be abreast of the most cutting-edge

research in developmental science. I feel privileged in this role to be able to leverage my

public health policy background, broad scientific experiences, and area of expertise to help

drive the nation's research investments and priorities in a way that will advance

developmental science and promote public health. 

What do you do in your current position?

 

 

What’s your favorite part about what you do?

 

 

P A R I S A  P A R S A F A R ,  P H . D .  D E V E L O P M E N T A L
P S Y C H O L O G Y  
A A A S / S R C D  E X E C U T I V E  B R A N C H  P O L I C Y  F E L L O W  A T  T H E
E U N I C E  K E N N E D Y  S H R I V E R  N A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E  O F
C H I L D  H E A L T H  A N D  H U M A N  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  T H E  C H I L D
D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  B E H A V I O R  B R A N C H

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
S C I E N C E  P O L I C Y  F E L L O W S H I P S :  P A S T ,  P R E S E N T ,  A N D  F U T U R E

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  T O  R E G I S T E R  C L I C K  H E R E .

A p r i l  2 9 ,  2 0 2 1  5 - 6 p m
O u r  F e l l o w s h i p  P r o g r a m  o f f e r s  c u r r e n t  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  a
u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k i n g  i n  a
l e g i s l a t i v e  o f f i c e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p a r t - t i m e  f e l l o w s h i p ,  s t u d e n t s  w o r k
e x c l u s i v e l y  o n  a  s i n g l e  p r o j e c t  a n d  g e t  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  s k i l l s
b e i n g  a  s c i e n c e  a d v i s o r  t o  a  p o l i c y m a k e r .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  e v e n t ,  c u r r e n t  a n d  f o r m e r  f e l l o w s  w i l l  d i s c u s s  w h a t  i t
w a s  l i k e  t o  b e  a  f e l l o w  a n d  w h a t  w o r k  t h e y  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e i r
f e l l o w s h i p .  T h e  a u d i e n c e  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a s k  f e l l o w s
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y  t h e
a u d i e n c e  w i l l  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  S c i e n c e  t o  P o l i c y  P r o g r a m  a t  U C R
a n d  h o w  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  p r o g r a m .

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/science-policy-fellowships-past-present-and-future-tickets-145556993887
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/picture-a-scientist-reflection-discussion-and-action-for-women-in-stem-tickets-133484055403
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G I V E  T O
S C I E N C E  T O

P O L I C Y

Expand our annual Science Policy Certificate Program for STEM graduate students -- a

10-week bootcamp on all things science policy!

Organize events to bring STEM graduate students together with lawmakers to create

policy change, aid professional development, and teach science communication skills!

Place graduate students as visiting research fellows in policymaker offices!

S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D  W I T H  U S :
S 2 P . U C R . E D U  
@ U C R S 2 P

Morgan Dundon and Lindsey Pedroncelli

P R E P A R E D  B Y :

DONATE

W H A T  W I L L  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  H E L P  U S  T O  A C H I E V E ?

https://twitter.com/UCRS2P
http://s2p.ucr.edu/
http://ucr.edu/
https://donate.ucr.edu/S2P

